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   3
rd

 Swiss–African Business Exchange 
The annual gathering for business between Switzerland and Africa 

24-25 March 2010 – Zürich / Switzerland 
Day 1: presentations of projects, Day 2: one-on-one meetings 

 
The Swiss-African Business Exchange is the indispensable annual national event in 

Switzerland for business with Africa.  

 

It brings together entrepreneurs, investors, opinion leaders, government officials and 

academia from Switzerland and Africa for a concrete exchange of project and business 

ideas. 

 

The event is an ideal platform to discuss issues of relevance and showcase best practice 

for business between Switzerland and Africa, and to test the market for existing and 

new business products/issues. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREMIUM SPONSOR:                      LOCAL SPONSORS 2010: 

 

                       
 

                                                                
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PARTNERS 2010: 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA PARTNERS:                      NATIONAL MEDIA PARTNER: 
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1. HIGHLIGHTS 2010 

 

 Topics:  Health Development & Life Sciences, Infrastructure, Energy, 

Agriculture  and Agribusiness, special session for financial investors (all 

asset classes) 

 Special country spotlights on: Ghana, Algeria, Madagascar  

 Presentations of trade & investment projects from: South Africa, Nigeria, 

Angola, Zambia 

 24 March – full day presentations, 25 March – 1:1-meetings 

 Launch of the 1
st
 Swiss-African Entrepreneur of the Year Award  

 Excellent networking opportunity  

 

 

2. CONCEPT 
 

 Emphasize on Exchange: business-to-business meeting between African and Swiss 

entrepreneurs / investors 

 Focus on sectors with highest relevance for Swiss-African business relations: health 

development & life sciences, infrastructure, energy, agriculture and agri-business 

 Each year spotlight on 1-2 selected countries / regions 

 Programme structure going from opening overview on the status quo of business in Africa to 

sector/country-specific presentations to participant-specific workshops for entrepreneurs 

(divided into economic sectors)   and financial investors on day 1 to one-on-one meetings on 

day 2 

 

 

3. PARTNERS 

 
Official event partners for 2010 are:  

 

 Osec Business Network Switzerland 

 Swiss Tropical Institute 

 Swiss Life Sciences Database / Venture Valuation AG 

 Swiss Private Equity and Corporate Finance Association (SECA) 

 Swissmem (Swiss engineering, electrical and metal industry association) 

 SwissCham Southern Africa 

 

 

4. ORGANISATION 
 

 Joint Swiss-African co-organisation: Rainbow unlimited gmbh, Switzerland, and Omega 

Investment Research, South Africa 

 Annual rotation between Zurich and Geneva to fulfil claim to be a truly Swiss-wide event, event 

2010 to be held in Zürich, 2011 in Geneva 

 Two official event languages: English and French 

 Fee for participants: CHF 220.—for two days 
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5. PROGRAMME OF 24 MARCH 2010 (DAY 1) 
 

The programme structure for the event 2010 is illustrated in the schema hereunder: 

 

 
 

 

 
25 March 2010 (Day 2) 

    

09h00 – 16h00 All day Thursday 25 March 2010, World Trade Center Zürich: 

possibility for one-on-one appointments with 

speakers/presenters from the Swiss-African Business Exchange 

(appointments to be arranged on info-desk throughout 24 March 

2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting the base – top level general presentations 
„Status quo of African economy by March 2010“ – African and European perspectives 

Roundup – Résumé of the day 
Launch/Announcement of the Swiss-African Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2011  

Networking reception / cocktail 

 

        

 

Health develop-
ment & life 

sciences 

5 topic-specific breakout-sessions held in parallel 

Entrepreneurs Financial investors 

 
Infrastructure 

 
Energy 

 

Agriculture / 
agri-business 

Private Equity 
African funds 

Listed companies / stock exchanges 
Microfinance 

Sector- and region/country- specific presentations – challenges and opportunities over the continent 
x) Health development & life sciences 

    x) Infrastructure 
    x) Energy 
    x) Agriculture and agri-business 
    x) Priority regions/countries 
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6. HIGH-RANKING ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Chairperson: 

 

 Nozipho January-Bardill, Group Executive Corporate Affaire, MTN Group Limited, former 

Ambassador of South Africa to Switzerland (2000-2004), South Africa 

 

Members: 

 

 Mawuli Ababio, Private Equity specialist and investment banker, former Managing Director of 

the African Venture Capital Association (AVCA) , Ghana 

 Thomas Pletscher, Member of the Board of Economiesuisse und member of the Executive 

Committee of SwissCham Southern Africa 

 Professor Marcel Tanner, Director, Swiss Tropical Institute 

 Jean-Pierre Kapp, former long-standing correspondent of the Neue Zürcher Zeitung in 

Southern Africa 

 Dr. Solomzi Makohliso, Chief Executive Director, Ayanda Biosystems SA, Switzerland, 

former advisor (2005-2007) to the Swiss State Secretary for Education & Research 

 Dr. Christophe Lindenmeyer, President EMIA (East, Middle East, India & Africa),  

Schindler Management Ltd. 

 Christopher Cron, Executive Vice President, Zurich Financial Services 

 Erwin Kaelin, Area Sales Manager, Geberit International Sales AG 

 

 

 

7. SWISS-SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN TRADE & INVESTMENT 

EXCHANGES 2008 AND 2009  (HISTORY) 
 

- Event successfully held in 2008 (80 participants) and 2009 (120 participants) 

- Participants structure of 2
nd

 Swiss – Sub-Saharan African Trade & Investment Exchange: 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All further information are available on the official event-website: 

http://www.sabexchange.com/ 

http://www.sabexchange.com/

