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SwissCham President Dr. Jurg A. Schalch welcomed some 95 guests, who once again, had come to enjoy
the yearly Gala-Dinner, held at the enchanting grounds of Summer Place 7 an evening with live
entertainment.

A special welcome the President extended to HE
The Ambassador of Switzerland, Mr. Christian
Meuwly, as well as to other members of the
Diplomatic Corps, present.

He then gave a short overview of the events of the
evening, and announced that all the Ladies would
be treated with a special gift, as a token of
appreciation for their patience and support.

He wished all present an evening to enjoy and
remember, and thanked the members for their
continued and much valued support.

Dr. Jirg A. Schalch, SwissCham President

Ambassador Christian Meuwly thanked the

President and the Board of Directors for their

distinguished management during the year

now ending. Having taken up his present

position onl vy a , fl @awe

already experienced how interesting, and well

frequented your busi hee
added that he felt privileged to be welcome

among professionals who know what they are

talking about.

As from what he can see, and again by the

excellent participation tonight, there is no

doubt that the Swiss business community in

South Africa is not only strong, but united and

respectgzd. . . . HE The Ambassador of Switzerland to South Africa,

One might say it is quite natural that Swiss Mr. Christian Meuwly

business appears influential in South Africa,

because of the share it pays towards

the development and the well being of the country. The figures of trade and investment alone are not
enough, it needs the capacity to formulate objectives and achieve results, and this capacity depends on
the human factor. The Swiss business community i
its products and services i this has to remain our line, because we cannot compete in humbers, only in
quality.

The partnership between Switzerland and South Africa is greatly enhanced by the positive action of the
members of the Swiss business community i a partnership that is not only anchored in decades of
presence in this country, but a partnership for the future, confident in the potential of the emerging
economy in spite of the many challenges it has to meet.

South Africa has a record of stability, market friendly policies, and of a peaceful settlement of political
differences, ever since it became a democracy 17 years ago. The Swiss Government remains committed
in continuing a policy of good relations with South Africa. Switzerland Abroad wants to be seen as the
example that the framework conditions for doing business is what matters when it comes to creating jobs
and attracting investment. We engage in cooperation programs to share this know-how: In South Africa we
are building up our working relations in the fields of education and science, we support the development of
a competitive and inclusive economy, and we grant assistance to improving energy efficiency and meeting
environmental policy priorities.

While we have come together for an enjoyable evening, thousands of delegates are working late hours at
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the Conference in Durban to safeguard the solidarity of the states and nations of the Earth, in preventing a

turn for the worst in climate warming, which has already started to damage populations in many parts of

the planet; iLet us wish they succeed not only in mai
which allowed in 1997, the setting up of the fir
South Africa should be allowed to make its mark in history as the place where a new impulse was given to

international cooperation on climate.

ifiLet me conclude by wishing you al/l happy festin\
from across the world for the end of the year i and of course a prosperous New Year with many
interesting contacts at the SwissCham.o

AThere is a sayi ng i Kingtparteof Swiezerland namediCantonde Vaud: p e a
AY6en a poi nt- cToherermenddny like Ws»

This saying is meant to be typical for one of the petty flaws many attribute to the Swiss i they are self-
satisfied and do not look at others to compare neither to try to learn from better examples. In French we

call this attotuldeokKinogbdeéép simet o oneds belly bu
AwWell, just to prove the reproach is groundl ess
compare and even keen to embrace the movement, here comes, | have been informed, a glamorous
opportunityt o | ook at someone elseds belly button! o

-

The Ambassador 6s Addr es s
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Followed by Dinner:

After the superb Starter and Main Course, accompanied by the deI|C|ous 33 Latitude and Merlot from the
Kyburg Wine Estate, we have been well prepared for the k x to start!

" I\/Iogic.

QR

STAN SUSSMAN widely regarded as one of the best corporate illusionists in the world,

performed a spectacular show i professionalism, fantastic charm, humorous wit and a mesmerizing display
of mystical illusion.
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