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SwissCham President Dr. Jürg A. Schalch welcomed some 95 guests, who once again, had come to enjoy 
the yearly Gala-Dinner, held at the enchanting grounds of Summer Place ï an evening with live 
entertainment. 
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A special welcome the President extended to HE 
The Ambassador of Switzerland, Mr. Christian 
Meuwly, as well as to other members of the 
Diplomatic Corps, present. 
 
He then gave a short overview of the events of the 
evening, and announced that all the Ladies would 
be treated with a special gift, as a token of 
appreciation for their patience and support. 
 
He wished all present an evening to enjoy and 
remember, and thanked the members for their 
continued and much valued support. 

Dr. Jürg A. Schalch, SwissCham President  

HE The  Ambassador of Switzerland to South Africa, 
 Mr. Christian Meuwly 

Ambassador Christian Meuwly thanked the 
President and the Board of Directors for their 
distinguished management during the year 
now ending. Having taken up his present 
position only a few weeks ago ñ, I have  
already experienced how interesting, and well 
frequented your business luncheons areò, he 
added that he felt privileged to be welcome 
among professionals who know what they are 
talking about.  
As from what he can see, and again by the 
excellent participation tonight, there is no 
doubt that the Swiss business community in 
South Africa is not only strong, but united and 
respected. 
One might say it is quite natural that Swiss 
business appears influential in South Africa, 
because  of   the  share  it  pays   towards   
the the development and the well being of the country.  The figures of trade and investment alone are not 
enough, it needs the capacity to formulate objectives and achieve results, and this capacity depends on 
the human factor. The Swiss business community is known for the excellence of itôs people, as well as for 
its products and services ï this has to remain our line, because we cannot compete in numbers, only in 
quality. 
The partnership between Switzerland and South Africa is greatly enhanced by the positive action of the 
members of the Swiss business community ï a partnership that is not only anchored in decades of 
presence in this country, but a partnership for the future, confident in the potential of the emerging 
economy in spite of the many challenges it has to meet. 
South Africa has a record of stability, market friendly policies, and of a peaceful settlement of political 
differences, ever since it became a democracy 17 years ago. The Swiss Government remains committed 
in continuing a policy of good relations with South Africa. Switzerland Abroad  wants to be seen as the 
example  that the framework conditions for doing business is what matters when it comes to creating jobs 
and attracting investment. We engage in cooperation programs to share this know-how: In South Africa we 
are building up our working relations in the fields of education and science, we support the development of 
a competitive and inclusive economy, and we grant assistance to improving energy efficiency and meeting 
environmental policy priorities. 
 

While we have come together for an enjoyable evening, thousands of delegates are working late hours at 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ambassadorôs Address was followed by: 
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the Conference in Durban to safeguard the solidarity of the states and nations of the Earth, in preventing a 
turn for the worst in climate warming, which has already started to damage populations in many parts of 
the planet; ñLet us wish they succeed not only in maintaining, but in extending the sense of responsibility 
which allowed in 1997, the setting up of the first obligatory system to curb climate changeò. 
South Africa should be allowed to make its mark in history as the place where a new impulse was given to 
international cooperation on climate. 
 
ñLet me conclude by wishing you all happy festive days, joining with your families and all your loved ones 
from across the world for the end of the year ï and of course a prosperous New Year with many 
interesting contacts at the SwissCham.ò 
 
ñThere is a saying in the western French speaking part of Switzerland named Canton de Vaud: 
ñYôen a point comme nousò   -   «There arenôt any like us» 
This saying is meant to be typical for one of the petty flaws many attribute to the Swiss ï they are self-
satisfied and do not look at others to compare neither to try to learn from better examples. In French we 
call this attitude ñnombrilismeò, looking deep into oneôs belly button.ò 
 
ñWell, just to prove the reproach is groundless and the Swiss are fundamentally outward looking, willing to 
compare and even keen to embrace the movement, here comes, I have been informed, a glamorous 
opportunity to look at someone elseôs belly button!ò 
 

 



 
Followed by Dinner: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the superb Starter and Main Course, accompanied by the delicious 33 Latitude and Merlot from the 
Kyburg Wine Estate, we have been well prepared for the                                    to start! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAN SUSSMAN widely regarded as one of the best corporate illusionists in the world, 

performed a spectacular show ï professionalism, fantastic charm, humorous wit and a mesmerizing display 
of mystical illusion. 
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