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July 1st, 2009; 17:00 ï 21:00h 
 
This yearôs Annual General Meeting 

was attended by approximately 75 

members and guests. The assembly 

was honoured by the presence of 

both, H.E. Ambassador Rudolf 

Bärfuss and H.E. Ambassador 

George Johannes. After the 

introduction by Georg C. Umbricht, Ambassador Johannes addressed 

the Assembly with a few words.  
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Furthermore, Suzanne Howitt, the 

manager of the South Africa 

Chapter of SCSA, joined the event 

to report about the developments 

of the branch. The latter has been 

very active and successful and 

was able to gain a considerable number of new members. The total of current 

members is 74. In addition, a delegation of the Club der Freunde Südafrikas was 

welcomed at the meeting; the motive for their visit being a first contact with respect to 

a potential future collaboration. 

 

 

 

The meeting started with the chairmanôs report outlining new members of the SCSA, 

followed by a recapitulation of all the successful events which took place during the 

previous year. To mention is not only the attendance of various governmental guests, 

such as Mr Jacob Zuma, a number of Ministers and other influential personalities, but 

also the first charity event held by the Chamber. 

 

It was announced that Mr Erwin 

Senn resigned from the Executive 

Committee. As a replacement, 

two candidates were presented 

and both got elected. The new 
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members of the Executive Committee are Mr Martin Foster from Banque Louis SA 

and Mr Erwin Kälin from Geberit International Sales Ltd. 

  

The formal part closed with an outlook on the upcoming events of the Chamber and 

the latest tools of the website, namely the picture gallery and document archive. Both 

should be accessible shortly. 

H.E. Rudolf Bärfuss, Ambassador of Switzerland 

to South Africa, took over and held a dedicated 

speech covering a dozen precise bilateral 

projects and issues which are on his priority list. 

For example the collaboration between the 

Swiss State Secretary and the South African 

Deputy Minister resulting in high level meetings 

on political levels, as well as in the Joint Economic Commission which is expected to 

continue its work early 2010. Furthermore, the Swiss Development Corporation 

(å CHF 10m) puts its focus on energy sufficiency, sustainable 

development, standards for living, climate change mitigation 

and food security; the Swiss South African Co-operation 

Initiative (SSACI), a public private partnership (50% DEZA; 

50% 14 companies), trains young unemployed people. 

Oerlikon Solar plans a project to promote renewable energy 

by equipping Robben Island with photovoltaic cells. In 

connection with the FIFA World Cup 2010 the photovoltaic 

array shall have the shape and size of a soccer field. Regarding the existing 

agreement to avoid double taxation Switzerland and South Africa intend to  
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re-negotiate, South Africa due to technical changes to its tax laws and Switzerland to 

comply with Art. 26 OECD rules. Since Switzerland has joined Schengen area, South 

Africans need a Schengen visa to enter Switzerland. Efforts run to facilitate the 

process to obtain such visas. Last but not least, the Swiss national day will also be 

celebrated in South Africa, one day earlier on July 31st, 2009. 

  

Ambassador Bärfuss also presented his idea of 

constructing a ñSwiss Houseò in South Africa 

during the FIFA Wold Cup 2010. This venue would 

cater for public viewings of the games and for 

special events for companies. It should attract both 

locals and tourists and serve as a platform to mark 

Swiss presence and improve the reputation of Switzerland. He has already started 

contacting potential sponsors and partners, such as banks, Embassies or TV 

channels, and the chairman assured him full support of the SCSA for the realisation 

of this project. 

 

After this lively discourse both Ambassadors invited the members and guests to an 

interactive question and answer session. 

 

 

 

The event was smoothly rounded off by an Apéro riche which provided the ideal 

opportunity for successful networking.  
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