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nfAnal ysi s otesftomanadticablpolitical engagements and
experiences in particular, the most relevant periods being from
2005 to 2008 nj

On September 3" 2008, SwissCham J
Southern Africa was proud to conduct a
successful and highly interesting business
luncheon presentation with Mr. Jirgen
Kogl. Approximately 40 people attended the
event including Ambassador Konji Sebati
from the South African Embassy in Bern.
On behalf of the absent chairman of
SwissCham Southern Africa, Mr. Georg C.

Umbricht, Mr. Hansjurg Saager warmly

welcomed Mr. Jirgen Kogl.
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Mr. Jurgen Kdgl was born in Windhoek, Namibia in 1956. After matriculating with merit from
the Jan van Riebeeck High School in Cape Town, he read civil engineering and economic
history at the University of Cape Town. Thereafter he worked for the family owned heavy
engineering business in Windhoek from 1977 and was the CEO of the group for five years
until July 1987. From July 1987 to July 1989 he was a bond dealer for Max Pollak &
Freemantle. From 1989 to 1995 he held the position of partner for Special Projects in J.
Solms & Company on the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange, as well as launching a strategic
consultancy called Khula Consulting (Pty) Ltd
with four partners. The consultancy maintains
various mandates from a number of
transnational and major South African
companies. Additionally, he serves on various

company boards and trusts and also is a

prominent member of several political

committees of the ANC.

In his presentation he provided an insight to the latest business and political development in

South Africa.

Firstly, he pointed out the main issues that the new leadership will face in South Africa.
These were the equal treatment and full integration of women, the education of the youth, the
violence and crime, the proper negotiation and implementation regarding regional pacts as

well as the development of broadband and telecoms.
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Secondly, he elaborated on the i Zu+&d f ect O

upcoming change of the presidency of South Africa.
According to Mr. Jurgen Kogl it is very likely that Mr. Jacob
Zuma will be elected as the new president of South Africa.
Due to difficulties and delays regarding the appointment and
recruitment of capable leaders in the provinces as well as
the slow transfer of knowledge the election of the new
president will only take place in June 2009. The reasons that
Mr. Jurgen Kogl mentioned why Mr. Jacob Zuma is likely to
be elected as the successor of Mr. Thabo Mbeki are that

there is a broad base of electors in the African community

whereas there is no truly challenging competitor. .
Furthermore, Mr. Zuma is a strong personality and the only remainiﬁg politician who has got
the acceptance to bring all the different parties and forces on one table to negotiate a
common future. Mr. Kégl gave himself optimistic and disputed the general saying that South
Africa is facing turmoil in the near future. According to him the current situation and political
instability is turmoil and South Africa is heading back towards political leadership. He also did
mention though that the deep friendship between the acting president Mr. Thabo Mbeki and
Mr. Jacob Zuma deteriorated caused by the political development of the near past. He
considered this as a pity since the two politicians had been a strong management team, the
one being a strategic planner and the other a tactical manager. In his opinion Mr. Thabo
Mbeki had recovered fairly easily from this separation and he was curious to see whether Mr.
Jacob Zuma would be able to act as strongly without Mr. Thabo Mbeki on his side.

Thirdly, with respect to the current court proceedings against Mr. Jacob Zuma in connection
with the A A r -Beaalo Mr. Kdgl elaborated that currently there is no law that grants immunity
to presidents. Consequently, Mr. Jacob Zuma
would be able to be cited to court even after his
election as president of South Africa. Equally,
there is no law stating that a person accused of a
crime and therefore involved in court
proceedings is not allowed to run for presidency.
However, apart from this aspect, Mr. Jirgen Kogl
guestioned if Mr. Jacob Zuma will be convicted.

The main reason for his doubts is that Mr. Jacob

Zuma will be judged based on the Corruption Act
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of 1992 and not the current Corruption Act of 2004. Based on the latter a conviction would be
realistic and likely. Based on the Act of 1992 though, the opposite is the case. Firstly, the
prosecution would have to prove that Mr. Jacob Zuma was in a positond ur i ng t-he @A Ar |
D e aWwhere he was able to influence the decision makers. Secondly, it would have to be
proven that he received a substantial amount of money. And lastly, the prosecution would
have to prove that he used this money to actually influence the decision makers. In the
opinion of Mr. Jirgen Kogl all three conditions are not met in the case of Mr. Jacob Zuma

which is why a conviction is unlikely.

At the end of his presentation Mr. Jirgen Kogl presented and recommended a possible
solution to deal with all the political issues around the i A r -Besala In his opinion it would be
advisable to form a Chapter 9 Institution similar to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

to settle the political discussion and create a win-win situation for everybody involved.

After the presentation a three course menu was served accompanied by South African white

and red wine from the Eikendal Wine estate.
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SwissCham Southern Africa would like to thank Mr. Jiren Kogl for his highly interesting
presentation as well as the members for their attendance.
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Lastly SwissCham Southern Africa would like to express their gratitude to Amafin - Asses
Management and Finance AG as they generously offered the wine for this event.
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